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Editorial

MNew partnerships and the expansion of existing ones provide
a moment of great responsibility for the institutions linked to
the Integrated and Sustainable Development Program of the
Mosaic of Environmental Protection Areas in the Southern Bahia
Lowlands (PDIS). A varied range of social actors are investing in
the education and grooming of young rural entrepreneurs and the
creation of work and income sources for hundreds of family units,

BMODES, Brazil's national development bank, is one of them.
The bank has approved funding for the refurbishing and
expansion of two Family Houses that are active in that region
- teaching units that offer an education focused on the realities
of the countryside, Synergistically, Mitsubishi Corporation has
signed an agreement that will also help prepare the cooperative
members of the future,

Find out about all the partnerships signed in the last three
maonths in this issue.

Good reading!
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The Mitsubishi Corporation has increased its
support for the PDIS through an agreement signed
on February 13th. In the next three years, the
company will contribute USD 1.8 million to three
Family Houses connected to the program that are
operating in that region. The funds will be used to

finance the education of new rural entrepreneurs.

Previously, the Mitsubishi Corporatiaon had
supported a project in Igrapiuna, Bahia. Between
2009 and 2011, it funded the education of students
at the lgrapiuna Rural Family House as multipliers
of appropriate technologies for the production
and processing of cocoa, peach palms, rubber and

bananas




BMDES, Brazil’s national development bank, has The first tranche has been released for the CFR-1.
approved funding for the remodeling and expansion Totaling BRL 7O7,084.18, it will make it possible

of the Igrapiuna Rural Family House {CFR-1) and the to build classrooms, administrative and teacher’s
Agroforestry Family House (CFAF), respectively located offices, a cafeteria, a computer lab, a library and

in lgrapitina and Nilo Peganha, Bahia. This partnership a sports field. The CFAF has received a lump sum
will make it possible to increase the number of young of BRL 755,965.62 to expand student housing and
people who benefit from those programs every build a cafeteria, a library, and a seed lab, as well
year. This investment is the result of a Technical and as an office for the teaching administration and
Financial Cooperation Agreement signed by BNDES educational staff.

and the Odebrecht Foundation in 2009,




Other iniciatives

BMDES has also benefited the Presidente Tancredo
MNeves Rural Producers’ Cooperative (CODPATAN)
and the Southern Bahia Lowlands Hearts-of-Palm
Producers’ Cooperative (COOPALM). Coopatan
received the second tranche of BRL 691,135.65 for the
construction of a fruit pre-processing unit. The first
tranche of BRL 749,728.50 was released in June 2011,

COOPALM has received funding valued at
BRL 1,284,886.00 that enabled it to purchase
farm machinery and tools, trucks, r.;irs and
nﬂ'l'r-:ntnrbikés. T'His'inuestﬁ'rent will help it improve its
infrastructure for servicing the primary sector to
increase production and mechanize farming, as well
as increasing farm technicians' mobility.
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